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MEETING DETAILS 

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, this meeting 
was held virtually, via Google Meet

Attendees
PORTLAND PUBLIC SCHOOLS (PPS) OSM:

Darren Lee, Director of Construction
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WELCOME

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this Design Advisory Group meeting was held virtually, via Google Meets. To begin the 
meeting, Jamie Hurd, Project Manager for PPS, welcomed all and thanked them for their participation.

PROJECT UPDATE

Lydia Burns, of Bassetti Architects, gave the group a project update. She explained that the design team is nearing the 
end of the construction document phase, and would be submitting for building permit in early March. Ongoing items 
include Type II zoning process, review of work in Buckman Park by Portland Parks & Rec (PP&R) and Portland Bureau of 
Transportation (PBOT) review of the new loading concept.
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BUDGET UPDATE

Next, Armand Milazzo, the PPS OSM Senior Project Manager for the Benson/MPG program, provided an update on the 
overall budget. Based on recent cost estimates, affected by unprecedented market conditions, there was an approximate 
$14.0M budget gap identified and presented to the BOE Facilities and Operations Committee and Bond Accountability 
Committee in late 2021. Based on market data, Portland has had the third highest construction pricing inflation, just behind 
New York and Washington DC.

To address this gap, while avoiding any building cuts or sacrifices to program, OSM has identified a strategy that combines 
slight project contingency reductions with additional funds being provided from the bond program contingency that will 
supplement the project.

Darren Lee, Director of Construction for OSM, also pointed out that this use of contingency funds does not take money 
away from other projects on the bond, it is a buffer that is there for unkowns and market conditions just like this.
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WALKTHROUGH VIDEO

The group was then shown a walkthrough video, to provide a sense of the school design as it currently stands, a 
screenshot of which is shown below. This video will be posted on the PPS bond website.
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BUILDING SIGNAGE

Joe shared a brief overview of locations for building dimensional lettering, which are key sign markers that identify 
destinations within the building. These signs are in addition to the wayfinding signage that was shared in the last DAG 


